i6SI£Fr.'39]	THE HUNGER-STRIKE BILL	14$
had been segregated from convict prisoners. Tbe Home Member affirmed that it was a
Well-established principle of jail administration and a salutary principle that undertriala
should be separated from convict prisoners. If the accused stood on principle the Govern-
ment also were standing on fprinciple, namely, that of vindicating the authority of the
law, Everyman shonH have protection and remely from the law to which he was
entitled, and farther there was an obligation resting npon everyone infringing the law,
that he man answer for It; effectively. That was the principle followed in the whole
history of the case and which any Government, either the present one or tha Swarajist
one, mast adopt.
Pandit Madan Mohau MAIAV1Y.\ expected the Government to show remorse bub they
had been guilty of exhibiting want of sympathy for the hunger-strikers. The Government
should remember that the accused were not men with sordid motives, bufc were inspired
by high patriotism, He had read the letters of Bhagat Singh, Dutt and Gopal Singh to
the Inspector-General of Prisons detailing their demands, He asked whether it was any-
where suggested that the hunger-strikers wiahe3 to delay justice, which motive the
previous speaker had degrade! himself by ascribing to them. They did not ask for Mr.
Pas's release till the Government ignominously failed to respond to their appeal and
Mr, das was brought near to death by Government's callousness.
Sir PURUSHOTHAMDAS felt that the House should see that it did not by any action
egg yonng men to an experiment similar to Mr. Das's. But while he did not put a premium
on crime, he would not stand any vindictiveness which the Government might show
towards political prisoners. The Government should st~e that they did not provoke young
men to extreme action. One lesson of the motion was that while the Government had all
powers to dt^al with misguided youths, it should not go beyond what was absolutely
necessary.
The censure motion was pressed to a division and carried by 55 against 47 ?otea
before the Boss? adjourned till the 16th.
Circulation   of  Hunger   Strike  Bill.
On the 1GTH SEPTEMBER the Home Member said that the Government had very
closely reviewed the debate in the light of the depth and sincerity of feelings expressed
on the sublet while they maintained that deficiency ,in law should be remedied, that the
principles of the Bill did not come into conflict with the principles of justice and fair play,
and while they were determined not to allow indefinite impediment in the course of justice,
they admitted that a great principle was involved and further consnltation of public
opinion was desirable.
There was also the consideration that the emergency that arose was not so grave
as before and that if in the interval, when the Assembly was not in session, any contin-
gency arose the Government had emergency power and would meet it. The Government
always ha-i the consideration before it that if it could do anything to substitute trust and
good-will for suspicion and distrust, it should do so, and with that end in view also he bad
agreed to the motion for circulation of the Bill.
The Home Member further announced that the Government would specifically address
the Local Governments to go into the question of treatment of Europeans and Indiana
in Jails, that the Local Governments would be asked to submit their reports early and
that thereafter the Central Government would summon a conference of the provincial
representation. He invited the Party leaders in the Assembly to help him with sugges-
tions. When the latter's replies were received he would again consult the Party leaders
in the House.
Finally, Mr. Kelkai's circulation motion was agreed to by the Honse.
The Transfer a/ Property Act Amendment Bill was postponed and the Sarda Bill was
taken up,
The  Child Marriage Bill.
Mr. Sesha lyengar moved an amendment that the age of marriage for girls be fixed
at 11 and Kumar Ganganand Singh moved an amendment that the age be fixed at 12.
He submitted that 12 years was the utmost limit to which orthodox opinion conld be
persuaded to agree. In any legislation of this kind it was essential that public opinion
should be carried with ifc.
Mr. Belvi moved an amendment to fix the age of marriage for girls at 13 while Mr
Mnkhtar Singh wanted to fix the age at 16,
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